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Introduction: The third chapter of Ezra records how the returning Jews
immediately restored the prescribed Levitical offerings and observances. Plans
were set in place for materials to be delivered and shortly thereafter, work began
on rebuilding the Temple.

l. The Altar Is Rebuilt

(Ezr 3:1) And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel
were in the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to
Jerusalem.

The seventh month referred to likely is according to the Jewish calendar which
would make it about October. The Jews evidently had departed from Babylon in
the spring of that year and arrived back in the vicinity of Jerusalem during the
summer. They no doubt had need to secure housing and get settled.

The next major holy day on the Levitical calendar was the feast of Tabernacles
which was around the first of October. They there “gathered themselves together
as one man to Jerusalem.” The congregation was in one place and in one accord
Acts 2:1).

(Ezr 3:2) Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests,
and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the
God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses
the man of God.

(Ezr 3:3) And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them because
of the people of those countries: and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the
LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening.

The Alter of God was constructed first. Jeshua (also known as Joshua) was a
priest and evidently the ranking (high) priest, “stood up” along with the other
priests. Zerubbabel (the ranking descendant of the royal linage) stood along with
his brethren.

These men “builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt-offerings thereon,
as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God.” Ezra records how they “set
the altar upon his bases.” What is implied is that they placed the new altar in the
exact place where the former altar had been established by Solomon. It may
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even have been the actual base or pedestal of the former altar and they built the
new altar thereupon.

Though trouble is not noted until chapter 4, the Jewish leadership already sensed
opposition and apparently wanted to get the altar established before trouble
arose. The “countries” noted likely is reference to the Samaritans as well as
neighboring gentile lands, the historic enemies of Israel. They therefore began
offering the regular Levitical offerings, including the morning and evening
sacrifices. (See Exodus 29:38-39).

Exo 29:38 Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the
first year day by day continually.

Exo 29:39 The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou
shalt offer at even:

(Ezr 3:4) They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the
daily burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of every
day required;

(Ezr 3:5) And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, both of the new
moons, and of all the set feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and of every
one that willingly offered a freewill offering unto the LORD.

(Ezr 3:6) From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt
offerings unto the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not
yet laid.

They re-established many of the offerings as it written in the scriptures. They
kept “the feast of tabernacles” as it is written in the scriptures. They offered the
daily burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of every
day required.

They offered the continual burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of all the
set feasts of the LORD that were consecrated. They offered for every one that
willingly offered a freewill offering unto the LORD. On the first day of the seventh
month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD. But the foundation of
the temple of the LORD was not yet laid

The first major holy day of the autumn season, the feast of Tabernacles
(Succoth), was promptly observed. (See Leviticus 23: 34-42).

Lev 23:34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this
seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.
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Lev 23:35 On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile
work therein.

Lev 23:36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on
the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you,; and ye shall offer an
offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no
servile work therein.

Lev 23:37 These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering,
and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day:
Lev 23:38 Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside
all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the
LORD.

Lev 23:39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the
first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

Lev 23:40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees,
branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook;
and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.

Lev 23:41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It
shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh
month.

Lev 23:42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall
dwell in booths:

The feast of Tabernacles lasted for eight days. They followed the prescribed
scriptural offerings throughout those eight days. (See Numbers 29:12-38).

They also carefully reinstituted each of the various offerings and sacrifices
prescribed in the Law of Moses. It may be observed that these restoration
pilgrims were determined to obey God’s Word in every detail and be scriptural in
every aspect.

A powerful lesson remains to this day from these dedicated people of God. From
the first of the seventh month (October) which was as soon as they could get the
altar ready, they began to systematically observe all which God had ordained for
them in the law. Ezra notes, however, that the foundation of the Temple was not
as yet laid.

(Ezr 3:7) They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters; and
meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar
trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant that they had of
Cyrus king of Persia.

Funds which had been collected from their Jewish patrons back in Babylon and
presumably funds sent by Cyrus were now put to use in securing the necessary
work force and materials for the impending Temple rebuilding program. Recall

that the Babylonians had totally destroyed the Temple about 50 years earlier.
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The overall official captivity was 70 years beginning in 605 B.C. The final
destruction came in about 586. Ezra records how that orders were sent to Tyre
and Zidon (Sidon) in Lebanon for the necessary timbers and cedar lumber. Both
Tyre and Sidon were within the Persian empire as well.

It is not noted if separate orders had been sent by Cyrus to Lebanon. However,
the Jews evidently were able to purchase the necessary materials from Lebanon.
It is of interest that the payment apparently was by barter and not of silver or
gold.

Il. Levites To Set Forward Workmen in the House of God

(Ezr 3:8) Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at
Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and the
Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and
appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the work
of the house of the LORD.

(Ezr 3:9) Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his
sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen in the house of
God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the Levites.

The reference to the second year can refer either to the next spring or possibly to
the year thereafter. That time is not given to us directly. If we consider all the
things that needed to be dealt with and the headcount provided in chapter two,
we can conclude the matter of time. There was much preparation work to be
done.

The original Temple site of Solomon had to be cleared of the rubble. Specific
plans had to be drawn and materials had to be transported from Lebanon. Local
quarries had to cut and deliver stone work. It is possible that work could have
begun the next spring. However, construction logistics probably dictate the work
began the second spring after they had returned. The “second month” mentioned
likely would correspond to our month of May.

Again, Zerubbabel (the royal prince) along with Jeshua (Joshua) the high priest
led in the project. They along with the Levites from twenty years and older
oversaw the construction of the work. (see | Chronicles 23:24)

1Ch 23:24 These were the sons of Levi after the house of their fathers; even the
chief of the fathers, as they were counted by number of names by their polls, that
did the work for the service of the house of the LORD, from the age of twenty
years and upward.
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The word translated set forward (xun natsach) has the literal sense of ‘oversight.’
In accordance with the Levitical custom prescribed in the law, the Levites took
oversight of the construction. Evidently, the necessary manpower needed was
drawn from “all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem.” Though
the Levites oversaw the work, all of the men who returned were drawn upon to
help rebuild the Temple.

(Ezr 3:10) And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD,
they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of
Israel.

(Ezr 3:11) And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto
the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel.
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD,
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

The builders proceeded to lay the stone foundation of the re-built Temple. When
that was complete, the priests donned their formal priestly regalia, along with the
Levites, and they played upon trumpets with cymbals in praising the Lord as
prescribed by David in | Chronicles 15:16, 25:1.

1Ch 15:16 And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren
to be the singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals,
sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy.

And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD,
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. The Levitical Temple
choirs also sang “together by course” (which implies either responsively or
sequentially) “in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good,
for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel.”

The rest of the assembled restoration pilgrims joined in shouting for joy. (Think of
the sound of a great stadium erupting in cheers as the home team scores.) The
foundation of the house of the Lord had been laid. The work was underway.
Israel collectively shouted praise to God.

(Ezr 3:12) But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were
ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house
was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for

Joy:

(Ezr 3:13) So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from
the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout,
and the noise was heard afar off.
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The final incursion against Jerusalem by the Babylonians had taken place
approximately 52 years earlier. Some of these elderly returning pilgrims had
seen the original Temple of Solomon which was one of the wonders of the world.
What was being rebuilt was only a fraction of the size and grandeur of the
original Temple.

Seeing a modest reconstruction begun brought back memories of the former
Temple in its glory and they wept as they remembered it. Zechariah who wrote
of these general times and events noted, “Who hath despised the day of small
things?” (Zechariah 4:10). That is, who is ashamed of a small beginning. The
senior priests, Levites, and other elderly returnees who had seen the original
Temple in its spectacular glory wept and openly wailed. (And some of the same
shouted for joy).

The sounds in Jerusalem that day were a mixture of a part of the crowd roaring in
approval and another part openly wailing in sorrow. As noted by Ezra, “and the
noise was heard afar off"—perhaps by the enemies of God’s people in the
adjoining areas.
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Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.
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Practice Random Acts of Kindness. Each act spreads, and many will be
blessed.
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