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Introduction:

The book of Ezra is the chronological successor to Il Chronicles. At the end of Il
Chronicles, Judah had been finally captured by Babylon. The time of the
beginning book of Ezra is approximately fifty years after their capture. Ezra
records the beginning of the restoration and return of captive Israel to their home
land. In some ways, there are parallels to the return of modern Israel to its
homeland.

During the seventy year interval of the official exile, God inspired several
prophets to write. Jeremiah completed his prophecies from the land of Judah
including Lamentations. Ezekiel wrote his prophecies during this time as a
captive within the Babylonian empire. Daniel also wrote from Babylon. Meanwhile
back in Palestine, the small number of Jews not taken to Assyria or Babylon had
intermarried with gentiles forming the nucleus of the later race of Samaritans.
The land was little by little being claimed by neighboring gentile peoples.
Jerusalem was destroyed.

The Temple was gone and little was left of what once was the proud nation of
Israel. God judged His people for their backslidden, sinful condition. Ezra is the
first of six post-captivity (restoration) books of the Bible. Following Ezra,
Nehemiah wrote. Also the book of Esther was written at roughly the same time.
As the restoration era continued, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi wrote. The
book of Ezra forms the beginning of the restored nation of Israel which
historically is the platform upon on which the time period of the revealing and
writing of the New Testament takes place.

Specifically, the Book of Ezra records the return to Palestine of a remnant of
Jews under the leadership of Zerubbabel in about 536 B.C. They laid the
foundation of a new Temple. Approximately, 78 years later in about 458 B.C.,
Ezra the priest himself returned and restored the Temple worship and ritual.
(Later still, in 444 B.C. Nehemiah returned to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.)

Ezra writes of these events which predated his involvement as well as the years
he himself was present. He records the difficulties, obstacles, opposition and
success in doing a work for God. One thing is for sure. It was not easy. It never
is. Ezra never had the privilege of ministering in a large, well established Temple.
This temple was small, of modest proportions, and limited influence. Though not
addressed directly, there are profound implications of Ezra. Approximately
50,000 Jews including their servants returned to the land more or less as

Page 1



pioneers of the restoration. However, there undoubtedly were Jews numbering
into seven digits who remained in the greater Babylonian empire.

After the shock of dislocation and cultural adjustment, they had become
prosperous and comfortable living in the gentile world. Though they gave lip
service to Judaism and their spiritual heritage, the majority were not interested in
returning when the time came. They were comfortable making money in Babylon.
They had their synagogue system which they had developed.

Restoring the work of God at Jerusalem though having some importance was not
at the top of their priority list. Many of them sent money to support the
restoration, but they themselves were not willing to go. They were too
comfortable where they were at. Parallels to modern Christianity and the
fulfilment of the Great Commission are evident. Ezra records the history of that
feeble remnant which had a heart for God and the restoration of his work. Ezra
chapters one and two present the historical background of the return of the initial
remnant.

I. Proclamation of Cyrus

Ezr 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and put it also in writing, saying,

God’s providential preparation of the heart of Cyrus is evident. The Babylonian
empire had absorbed the Assyrian empire. Not long before the events of Ezra,
Babylon had been conquered by the Persian empire. International geopolitics are
evident in this verse.

The ruler of this large realm was Cyrus. The reference to the first year of Cyrus
refers not to the first year he was king, but rather the first year Babylon had been
under his rule. The last two verses of Il Chronicles (36:22-23) refers to the same
providential detail.

2Ch 36:22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,

2Ch 36:23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath
the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an
house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his
people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.

Jeremiah had prophesied near the beginning of the Babylonian captivity that it
would last for seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11-12).
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Jer 25:11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

Jer 25:12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that
I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.

Now to fulfill that prophesy, God Himself directly “stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia.” God providentially put it into the heart of a pagan, gentile king to
allow Jews to return to their homeland. Cyrus issued a proclamation, put it in
writing, and had it published throughout his empire.

Ezr 1:2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house
at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

Ezr 1:3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God
of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.

Precisely how God influenced Cyrus, we are not told. However, approximately
175 years earlier, God had inspired Isaiah to write about Cyrus and how he
would someday sponsor the rebuilding of Jerusalem and specifically the Temple.
(See Isaiah 44:28, 45:1-4).

Isa 45:1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have
holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open
before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;

Isa 45:2 | will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: | will break
in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:

Isa 45:3 And | will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of
secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy
name, am the God of Israel.

Isa 45:4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, | have even called
thee by thy name: | have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

It is quite possible that Cyrus had been made aware of this prophecy. It may be
that God stirred Cyrus’ spirit through exposure to His Word. In any event God
has dominion over all and can use whom He will for His own purposes without
their permission or knowledge.

In verse 3, Cyrus issued an open invitation throughout his empire for any of the
Lord’s people (i.e., Jews) to return to Jerusalem to assist in the restoration and
rebuilding of the Temple. The providence of God is clear in its working. Cyrus
was the ruler of the most powerful nation on the face of the earth of its day.
This gentile leader urged and invited the Jewish people to return to their land. In
referring to Jehovah God, he noted how He is God. That is a remarkable
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admission from a pagan who otherwise likely was an idolater. God had so stirred
His spirit for His own purposes, that Cyrus willingly invited Jews to rebuild their
Temple.

Ezr 1:4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men
of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts,
beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

Cyrus urged the Jews who chose to remain to send support for the efforts of
those who would undertake the mission. The vast majority of the Jews who did
not go were urged to provide whatever was necessary for the ‘pilgrim pioneers’
willing to make the sacrificial journey.

Cyrus urged the Jews of the realm to additionally give a “free-will offering for the
house of God that is in Jerusalem.” It is apparent that when Cyrus urged the
people to do something that they made haste to do it.

Il. Jews Go to Build House of the Lord

Ezr 1:5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to
build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.

Ezr 1:6 And all they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels
of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, beside
all that was willingly offered.

God not only had stirred the heart of Cyrus, He also stirred in the hearts of
dedicated Jews living in the expanded Persian empire. It is noted how the
leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the exile along with priests and
Levites “rose up to go up to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.”

God providentially put it in the heart of His own people to become a part of this
great restoration. Perhaps, He moved in the hearts of others who, because of sin
did not respond. As Cyrus had urged, many other Jews began to contribute to
the mission of rebuilding their Temple in the homeland of their fathers.

Ezr 1:7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD,
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in
the house of his gods;

Ezr 1:8 Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah.

Ezr 1:9 And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand
chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives,
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Cyrus learned how many of the gold and silver vessels used at the Temple, when
it was captured by the Babylonians during their three invasions, were in fact in
the houses of the pagan gods of the former Babylonian empire. He ordered
Mithredath, the ‘Secretary of the Treasury’ to send these sacred vessels back to
Jerusalem. These were “numbered” (i.e., accounted to) “Sheshbazzar, the prince
of Judah.”

The man Sheshbazzar is generally agreed to be the Babylonian name for
Zerubbabel who was grandson of Jehoiachin, one of the final kings of Judah.
(Cross reference Ezra 5:14,16 with Haggai 1:14).

Ezr 5:14 And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought them
into the temple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple of
Babylon, and they were delivered unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar,
whom he had made governor;

Ezr 5:16 Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the
house of God which is in Jerusalem: and since that time even until now hath it
been in building, and yet it is not finished.

Hag 1:14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest,
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the
house of the LORD of hosts, their God,

Hag 1:15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of
Darius the king.

He either was one stirred in his heart to return to Jerusalem, or because he was
direct descendant of the royal lineage of Judah, was directed to return. Assuming
that Shesbazzar and Zerubbabel are the same individual, Haggai 1:14 makes it
clear that God indeed stirred his spirit for the task ahead.

Ezr 1:10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hundred and
ten, and other vessels a thousand.

Ezr 1:11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were
brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.

Sheshbazzar brought up with them all of the vessels and knives that were
removed from the Temple during the captivity that were brought up from Babylon
unto Jerusalem. Because of their sacred as well as monetary value, careful
record was made of exactly how many vessels were to be sent back to
Jerusalem. The reference to the chargers of gold and silver may have been
used at one time as the containers of water of purification at the Temple.
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The gold and silver basins may have been used in collecting the blood of the
sacrifices which was to be sprinkled upon the altar. The gold and silver knives
likely were those used in the ceremonial slaying and dressing of the sacrificial
animals. Altogether, 5,400 sacred vessels were directed to be sent with
Sheshbazzar (Zerubbabel) back to Jerusalem.
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Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.
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Practice Random Acts of Kindness. Each act spreads, and many will be
blessed.
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