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II Timothy Lesson 03 
 
II Timothy Chapter 3 
Distributed by:  KJV Bible Studies  
Website: www.KjvBibleStudies.net 
e-Email:  mail@KjvBibleStudies2.net 
 
Memory verses for this week:  Psa 121:7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all 
evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 

 
Introduction:  In chapter 2, Paul urged Timothy to pass the word of God on to 
those who could teach others.  He wanted them to all become good soldiers for 
Jesus Christ.  Paul had suffered much for preaching the gospel, and he 
encourages Timothy to stay in the battle, and to constantly study the Word of 
God.  In chapter 3, we study about the last days of the church.  There are 21 
outstanding features in this prophecy of church conditions in the last days. 

Paul warns Timothy of the coming apostasy. This warning remains relevant to 
this day. Paul concludes the chapter by establishing the foundation of faith—the 
inspiration of the Scriptures.  
 

 

I.  Characteristics of the Last Days  

2 Tim 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  

 
The Apostle Paul warns Timothy. “This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.”  The word last is translated from (escatwv) eschatos. The 
word eschatology derives from the same word. Paul no doubt wrote of the 
apostasy that was taking place at the time he sent word to Timothy. He clearly 
addresses “the last days” as well. He indicates that in the last days there will be 
“perilous times.”  
 
The word translated as perilous (calepov chalepos) among other things has the 
sense of ‘troubled’ or ‘dangerous.’ Theologically, we have been in the last days 
since Calvary.    
 

The last days mentioned in this verse are being fulfilled in this hour.  J. Vernon 
McGee said this about the last days. 

“The last days” is a technical term used in several places in the New 
Testament; it speaks of the last days of the church, immediately preceding 
the rapture of the church. The last days of the church are not the same as the 
last days of the nation Israel, which is mentioned repeatedly in the Old 
Testament. In the Old Testament the last days are called the “end of the age” 
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or “the time of the end,” which is the Great Tribulation period. That is quite 
different from the last days of the church, which precede the rapture of the 
church. 

 
The apostasy that began in the church in Paul’s day will continue. Paul 

warned the church at Ephesus that false leaders would enter the church after 
his decease. He told them in Acts 20:29–30: “For I know this, that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them.” They won’t give out the Word of God but will 
fleece the congregations. Believe me, false teachers shear the sheep pretty 
close!  “Perilous times shall come,” which means grievous or desperate times 
are coming.  

 
That doesn’t look like the conversion of the world, does it? It doesn’t 

appear that the church is going to bring in the Millennium or is going to 
convert the world. The Bible doesn’t teach that it will. That is the pipe dream 
of a great many idealists and a great many folk who have lived with their 
heads ostrich-like in the sand and have never faced reality.  i 

 
2 Tim 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

2 Tim 3:3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

2 Tim 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God; 

2 Tim 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away. 

 
Paul sets forth a list of nineteen traits typical of apostasy in the last days. ”For 
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:”     
 
Let us notice some of these terms.  

(1) The word translated as lovers of their own selves (filautov philautos) has 
the additional idea of being ‘intent on one’s interest’ or ‘selfish.’  
 

 

iJ. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible commentary [computer file], electronic ed., Logos Library System, 

(Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1981 by J. Vernon McGee. 
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(2) The word translated as covetous (filargurov philarguros) literally means a 
‘lover of silver’ or more generically, a ‘lover of money.’  
 
 

(3) The word translated as blasphemers (blasfhmov blasphemos) literally 
means to ‘speak evil of’ or ‘slander other.’  

 
(4) The Apostle’s reference to being without natural affection is translated 
from the word (astorgov astorgos and has the sense of ‘having no kindness or 
concern for another.’  

 
(5) The word translated as incontinent (akrathv akrates) has the thought of 
being ‘undisciplined’ or ‘intemperate.’  

 
(6) The word translated as heady (propethv propetes) has the thought of 
being ‘rash’ or ‘reckless.’  

 
(7) The word translated as highminded (tufow tuphoo) has the thought which 
borders upon being ‘arrogant, insolent, and proud.’  

 
These noted along with the rest (more apparent in their sense) describe the 
corrupt culture of the last days. If it were so in Timothy’s day, how much more so 
must it be today, not only from the perspective of eschatology, but also of the 
wickedness of the present culture.  
 
Paul had one simple instruction for Timothy: “from such turn away.”  The verb 
translated as turn away (apotrepw apotrepo) is not only an imperative but also 
has the sense to ‘avoid’ or ‘have nothing to do with.’  The greater principle is to 
separate ourselves from those manifesting these mind-sets. We are to separate 
ourselves from the world where such evil abounds.  
 

We will now look at the 21 things.  This means that men shall be self-occupied, 
as contrasted with the Godly of all ages who found their joy and delight in looking 
away from self to God.  Today we find people who are covetous, proud, and 
boasters of great things.  Many churches today boast of their wealth and 
programs.  But God is not pleased. 

Rev 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

Blasphemers are ones who deny the Deity of the Son of God and the Virgin birth.  
They deny the blood atonement of Jesus Christ. Those who are disobedient to 
parents break the commandment that was the first commandment given with 
promise. 
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Ephesians 6:1-2 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 
Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with 
promise;)   

“Unthankful”:  This is the denial of divine providence… the utter forgetting of the 
Source of all blessings, both temporal and spiritual.   

“Unholy”: This speaks of a person who totally in the world and sneers at the 
bible.  One who rejects anything to do with the Holy things of God. 

“Without Natural Affection”:  Not loving according to the ways that God designed 
man and woman.  The foundations of family life are being destroyed. 

“Trucebreakers”: Those who break promises and vows. 

“False Accusers”:    People who will lie for gain. 

“Incontinent”:  Those who have no self control. 

“Fierce”:  Those who are savage in their actions. 

“Despisers of those that are good”:  We live in a society that calls good evil and 
evil good. 

Mat 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Mat 5:12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

Isa 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter! 

Isa 5:21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight! 

 

2 Tim 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

Paul further details the depths of depravity that come to pass when the warnings 
in the preceding verses are ignored by the saints.  Over time apostasy brings 
about an increase of immorality. The thought is of immoral men who sneak into a 
house to seduce an already sinful woman who herself is led about by various 
lusts.  
 
Paul is referring to sexual immorality with willingly immoral women. If that was 
true then, it surely is true in the world today.  
 
“Traitors”:  Those that betray those who trust them. 
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“Heady”:  Acting without thought. 

“Highminded”: Those who are puffed up, doing things our way versus following 
God’s Word. 

“Lovers of Pleasures rather than lovers of God”:  All around us we see men and 
women seeking pleasure rather than committing their lives to God.  And sin has a 
very short span  of satisfaction.   Moses chose to stand with the people of God 
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin “for a season.” 

Heb 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 

Heb 11:25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 

Heb 11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. 

“Having a form of Godliness but denying the power thereof”:  These are those 
who have false professions and no real salvation.  The Spirit is not recognized 
and God is ruled out. 

Verse 6 might also go beyond sexual permissiveness and refer to feminism.  
  
"Silly women, laden with sins and led away with divers lusts": 
  
These seek sexual pleasure without regard to God and his plans 
for the man and the woman.  God setup the man as the head of  
the family, and we can not improve upon His plans.  Some women 
seek to gain authority and desire to usurp authority over men. 

 

 2 Tim 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

The irony of it all is that they are ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. The world is always promoting education, yet never will 
acknowledge the truth of God. Many hide their immoral activities behind the 
facade of being educated.  
 

2 Tim 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist 
the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 

2 Tim 3:9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto 
all men, as theirs also was. 
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Paul alludes to two of the Egyptian magicians who withstood Moses in the 
presence of Pharaoh, mimicking some of their miracles.  Now as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt 
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. See Exodus 7:11-12.  
 
Exo 7:11  Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the 
magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.  
Exo 7:12  For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but 
Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.  
 
The personal names mentioned (Jannes and Jambres) were derived from other 
Jewish writings, specifically the Targums.  In like fashion, ungodly men oppose 
the truth in the last days. Paul characterizes them as resisting the truth, having 
corrupt minds, and “reprobate concerning the faith.”  The word translated as 
reprobate (adokimov adokimos) literally means, ‘not standing the test,’ ‘not 
approved,’ or ‘rejected.’ The thought is of those who have rejected the faith.  
 
Fortunately, such apostates are eventually exposed in their own folly even as the 
magicians in Pharaoh’s court were.  Paul implies that apostasy will not stand the 
test of time. Error eventually will collapse of its own weight. Truth is eternal.  
 

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth”:   These 
are truth seekers, but they want the truth to be according to their way of thinking. 

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,  the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.   

These in the last days can be compared  to Jannes and Jambres in the days of 
Moses.  They were magicians in Egypt who withstood Moses.  These will resist 
the truth. 

We can rest assured that they will not get very far… They are standing against 
God so they are on the losing side. 

II. The Authority of the Holy Scriptures  

2 Tim 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, 

2 Tim 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, 
at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

Paul now, by way of contrast, reminds Timothy of his ministry and character.  
The Apostle in effect said, ‘Timothy, you know what I have gone through. You 
know what I have taught. You know my character. You know my ministry. You 
know the opposition I have faced.’  Paul rehearsed specifically the persecution 
he endured at Antioch, Iconium and Lystra. See Acts 13 & 14. Yet the Lord 
faithfully delivered him out of all of these persecutions.  
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The point Paul is driving at is that he had gone through all these things. Timothy 
as a young man should fortify himself to do so as well.  Paul had endured 
hardship for Jesus Christ. Timothy should do so as well. That is his point in all of 
this. He had faced much hardship for Jesus Christ with God’s help and 
leadership. Now, Timothy ought to do so as well.  
 

In contrast to the false teachings and evil practices of the last days, we now have 
the example of Paul himself.   He stresses the importance of cleaving to the Holy 
Scriptures as our security against error.   In verse 10, he tells Timothy that he 
has known my doctrine and manner of life.   Perhaps Paul’s greatest gift was that 
of teaching.  He unfolded the truth which God had revealed to him for a blessing 
to others.  Paul’s life lined up with his doctrine.  Timothy knew Paul’s purpose, 
faith, and longsuffering.   He endured  all things for Christ’s name and the gospel. 

2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. 

In that context, Paul wrote, Yeah, all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.  Jesus had warned in John 17:14 how that the world hated God’s 
people and that has not changed. They persecuted Jesus. The world had 
persecuted His disciples. It had persecuted Paul. Timothy could expect the 
same. That principle remains to this day.  
 
Joh 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  
 

Paul had endured many persecutions and afflictions.  If we are not enduring any 
persecution, we are probably not living up to God’s standards. 

2 Tim 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived. 

2 Tim 3:14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 

 
 
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived.  The word translated as seducers (gohv goes) has the sense of 
‘impostors who speak deception.’ Sadly, evil and deception will only increase.  
The phrase translated as shall wax worse and worse (prokopsousin epi to 
cheiron) literally means ‘shall proceed to worse than now.’  
 
Ironically, the deceivers themselves will be deceived. It is part and parcel of the 
world’s system. The world will only get worse.  The world’s method is deception. 
It is the stock and trade of the devil’s program. God’s people can expect 
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opposition for standing and having done all to stand.  Again, Paul’s purpose in 
this was to warn and prepare Timothy for the same. He had evidently wavered 
and Paul now sought to strengthen him for what likely was to come.  
 
The second imperative of the chapter appears in verse 14. For all practical 
purposes this is the thrust of the entire epistle. Paul enjoined Timothy to 
continue. The word so translated (menw meno) also has the sense to ‘abide’ or 
‘remain.’ Paul’s primary advice to Timothy was simply to abide. Remain in the 
ministry and keep at it.  
 
The word continue is eloquent in its simplicity. The pastoral ministry is often 
weighed down with problems, heartaches, discouragements, and at times 
persecution. Paul’s simple advice, in spite of it all, was to continue. Don’t quit. 
Just keep on going. His own suffering and spiritual character verified his 
message. He had been there. He had not quit. Timothy, follow my example!  
 
In addition, the Apostle noted how that Timothy not only understood the ministry 
but was assured of it. The word so translated (pistow pistoo) has the sense of 
being ‘persuaded.’ Timothy knew what he believed and was persuaded thereof. 
Moreover, he knew calling and the fact he had been trained up—Paul. That was 
not Paul’s primary concern. Rather, his injunction to Timothy was simply, 
continue!  
 

2 Tim 3:15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

Paul goes back to Timothy’s heritage. He reminded him that from a child he had 
known the Scriptures. He appeals to Timothy’s upbringing in the Scriptures. And 
it is noteworthy that Timothy had been trained by at least his mother in the Bible 
as a child. The Scriptures, and they alone, are sufficient to make one wise. Of 
further interest is that Timothy only had the benefit of the Old Testament 
Scripture during his upbringing. Nevertheless, even the Old Testament is 
sufficient to make one “wise unto salvation.”  
 
The word translated as make wise (sofizw sophizo) in this context has the 
thought to ‘give understanding.’ Indeed, the Scripture is sufficient to give 
understanding of salvation. Salvation is not of the church as taught by the Roman 
Church. It is of the Scripture and specifically by God’s grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Again, in the greater context, Paul sought to further encourage Timothy to 
continue. He reminded him how that from his youth, he had been trained in the 
Scripture and in the understanding of salvation. His appeal is to that long 
heritage. For him to quit the ministry as has been hinted would be an affront to 
that legacy.  
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We are to continue in the things that we have learned from the Word of God.  
Timothy was blessed to know the holy scriptures from a child. 

2 Tim 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

2 Tim 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. 

While on the matter of the Scripture, Paul proceeds to touch upon one of the 
foundational truths of the entire Bible. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.” The word translated as inspiration of God (yeopneustov theopneustos) 
literally ‘God breathed’ and has the essential idea of ‘God spoken.’ When one 
speaks, words are breathed out.  
 
Throughout the Bible are countless places where it is written, “thus saith the 
LORD.” Jeremiah 30:2 is a classic illustration of the thought of God-breathed 
words. “Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words 
that I have spoken unto thee in a book.” God spoke to Jeremiah (breathed out 
words) and directed the prophet to write them in a book. The source of the 
Scripture ultimately is from the mouth of God. It is God spoken and therefore 
God-breathed. It is inspired (both verbally and in its entirety).  
 
God Himself is the source of the Bible. He inspired it. It therefore is as true as its 
source. God is the personification of truth. Hence, His Word reveals the same. 
And is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. The word translated as doctrine (didaskalia didaskalia) has the 
sense of ‘teaching.’ The word translated as reproof (elegcov elegchos) 
essentially means ‘conviction.’  
 
The word translated as correction (epanorywsiv epanorthosis) has the sense of 
‘correcting or restoring to an upright state.’ Finally, it is profitable for “instruction 
in righteousness.” The thought is of training is that which is right. Truly the Word 
of God is profitable. It is the source for every aspect of the Christian life, ranging 
from doctrine and theology to right living. Its source is directly from God. That is 
why it is profitable.  
Verse 7 indicates that the overriding purpose of God’s Word is that God’s people 
in general and a pastor in particular may be perfected and thoroughly prepared 
unto every good work. The Bible is directly from God and is our ultimate source 
book for every aspect of life. The word translated as perfect (artiov artios) has the 
sense of ‘complete.’ The thought likely is of spiritual maturity. It comes only 
through God’s Word. The word translated as throughly furnished (exartizw 
exartizo) is directly related to the previous word (artiov artio). It has the added 
sense of ‘perfectly furnished.’ Thus, the Word of God thoroughly and perfectly 
furnishes a man of God unto all good works.  
 
The phrase “man of God” must be understood in the greater context of II 
Timothy. Paul is writing to Timothy, the young pastor. He is undoubtedly referring 
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to that position. God’s Word will bring spiritual maturity and thoroughly prepare 
one for the work of the ministry. That is the immediate contextual sense. By 
extension, it will serve a similar value to all other Christians.  
 
In summarizing the greater context of the epistle thus far, Paul has sought to 
encourage Timothy to continue on in the ministry. Clearly hinted at has been his 
discouragement and even temptation to quit. Paul has therefore sought to urge 
him on by his own example in enduring trouble.  He has also sought to 
encourage Timothy through his godly heritage.  
 
Finally, he has sought to stir him by the ultimate resource, the Word of God. It 
would thoroughly and perfectly prepare him for whatever need should arise in the 
ministry. 
  

The scriptures are profitable for four things mentioned here: 

1.  For Doctrine – The only authoritative book on divine teaching is the Bible. 

2.  For Reproof --  It is profitable to show where we are wrong in our lives and in 
our thoughts. 

3.  For Correction – It shows how to get our lives lined out with God. 

4.  For Instruction in righteousness – After I have taken the right path, it shows 
me what God’s will is for me. 

We need to gain this knowledge that we might be perfect.  We should seek to 
understand the word of God as the Spirit leads us and opens the Scriptures to us 
that we may walk in obedience to it. 

  

 
KJV Bible Studies are prepared and distributed free of charge. The lessons may 
not be sold without consent.  If you have questions or wish to discuss the 
lessons, or possibly need help in finding Jesus Christ as your Personal Lord and 
Savior, contact us at the email below. 
 
Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. 
 
Website: www.KjvBibleStudies.net 
e-Email:  mail@KjvBibleStudies2.net 
 
 
 
Practice Random Acts of Kindness.  Each act spreads, and many will be 
blessed. 



 

Page 11 

 

 

 
 
 
 


